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drawn by Cobden's converts among the British manu-
facturers and cotton spinners. Free Trade, again,
occupied in Cobden's analysis an importance that most
people to-day would think excessive. Too much was
expected of it. Few people would hold that Universal
Free Trade gives the answer to all the economic
problems of a world that has become a single economic
unit.

All these considerations could be urged in criticism
of Cobden's statesmanship and foresight. But they
do not touch his position as an intellectual and moral
power in Europe in the nineteenth century. He stands
out as a man acting consistently on a large view of
politics. He brought his own nation to accept his
conclusions, and he almost brought the world TO accept
them. These conclusions, though most persons would
consider them a less complete answer than he supposed
to the international problem set by the Industrial
Revolution, were based on a fundamental truth. The
world was moving towards a new unity, with oppor-
tunities and dangers greater than it has ever known in
its history. For the Industrial Revolution had created
an elaborate world order, based on a system of exchange
which was gradually drawing all peoples into a single
plan of life. Cobden saw that every civilized people
had a new duty to its neighbours under this system,
and that this duty was specially binding on the people
now.enjoying the kind of ascendancy that had belonged
at one time to Venice and Genoa, at another to the
Portuguese and the Dutch. He asked of his nation
that it should look beyond its own immediate desire
and use this power in a spirit of generosity and
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